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ABSTRACT

Purpose: The authors of this article aim to offer a comprehen-
sive overview of the interest exhibited by Polish researchers in 
academic libraries. By utilizing data from the Scopus database, the 
authors seek to identify the specific topics they explore and estab-
lish the global impact of their research output.

Methods:  Analyses were conducted on publications by Polish re-
searchers dealing with academic libraries between 1980 and 2023, 
identified through a search of the Scopus database. The bibliomet-
ric method and content analysis were employed in the research. 
A comprehensive analysis was conducted to examine the number 
of publications, their types, and linguistic profiles. The study also 
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looked into the journals where the articles were published, the 
national and international networks of cooperation between au-
thors, correlations between citations and altmetric indicators, and 
specific topics covered in the publications.    

Results/Conclusions: A total of 79 articles were analyzed. In-
creased interest in academic libraries among Polish researchers 
has been noted since 2017. The analyzed set of publications proved 
the dominance of papers produced in English (75%), the high share 
of journal articles (96%), and their dispersion in academic journals 
(41 journal titles were identified). Additionally, researchers dem-
onstrated a proclivity towards publishing articles in journals not 
limited to LIS but encompassing other disciplines, reflecting a mul-
tidisciplinary orientation (70.3% of articles). The study’s findings 
demonstrated limited cooperation among Polish researchers in-
volved in academic libraries with foreign partners (7.5% of articles), 
indicating a preference for domestic collaboration. Nearly half of 
the papers (49.3%) were cited, and 44.2% were accompanied by alt-
metric indicators.  Mendeley manager revealed a strong correlation 
between citations and references, whereas a weak correlation was 
observed between citations and mentions on Facebook. The conclu-
sions drawn from the content analysis revealed a pronounced inter-
est in library and information processes and services, with a specific 
research focus on electronic resources, services, and products. In 
contrast, research data management, the social capital of libraries, 
information literacy, and library architecture garnered moderate 
interest. No research interest was noted in library staff and library  
users’ behavior.

Originality/Value: The authors established the limited vis-
ibility of Polish researchers’ output in the Scopus database and 
the lack of publications by prominent Polish LIS representatives.  
This outcome can be attributed directly to the limited indexa-
tion of Polish scientific journals in the field of LIS within this da-
tabase, indicating its negative evaluation as a reliable and com-
prehensive resource for monitoring the status and development  
trends of LIS.
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Introduction
Various methods may be employed in assessing scientific pro-

gress, such as examining the quality of the most reputable jour-
nals, the topics of conference presentations, the output of individ-
ual universities and countries, and the contribution of individual 
universities and countries to global scientific discourse. Analyses 
can include trends that emerge across or at the interface of mul-
tiple domains (e.g., Dalpe, 2002; Michel et al., 2011), individual 
disciplines (e.g., Liu, 2012; Hall, 2014), and the narrow issues that 
fall within their area of interest (e.g., Liu et al., 2012; Zibareva et 
al., 2014; Song & Zhao, 2013). Different categories of the material 
may be the subject of analysis: journal articles, books, theses and 
patents, conference presentations, and grey literature, whereas 
analysis criteria can take into account different aspects: geograph-
ical (e.g., Cano, 199; Lin, 2012; Zhuang et al., 2013), chronological 
(e.g. Aharony, 2012; Huffman et al., 2013; Sootheran, 2014), subject-
personality (citations, author links, keywords, literature types, 
performance indicators) (Glowacka, 2008; Ellegaard, 2018; Jonkers 
& Derrick, 2012; Waltman et al., 2012; Antczak & Gruszka, 2022). 
Such research most often uses the resources of bibliographic da-
tabases, including national and subject bibliographies (Stefaniak, 
1987; Pindlowa, 1988; Bajor, 2008; Nabialczyk, 2014; Kamińska, 
2019; Głowacka & Wozniak-Kasperek, 2023b) and international sci-
entific databases such as Scopus or Web of Science (Liu et al., 2023; 
Ellegaard, 2018; Osinski, 2019).

In recent years, there has been a consistent rise in the number of 
publications presenting the results of bibliometric analyses based 
on data from the Scopus and Web of Science databases. This may 
be attributed to various factors, including the widespread utiliza-
tion of big data tools and the growing demand for such analysis in 
research evaluation and scientific productivity by decision-makers 
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and research funding agencies (Ellegaard & Wallin, 2015; Hyland & 
Jiang, 2021). While some researchers argue that automatically ex-
tracted data should not be the sole object of analysis, as  their low 
quality and lack of completeness  lead to inconclusive results (Wal-
lin, 2005;  Mongeon & Paul-Hus, 2016; Hammarfelt & Rushforth, 
2017), others represent the view that research conducted using the 
bibliometric method, despite some limitations, can contribute sig-
nificantly to scientific progress, as it helps to document its evolu-
tionary nature, identify research paradigms and the most popular 
topics, reveal existing research gaps and set research directions 
for the future (Garfield, 1979; Bornmann et al., 2014; Bhatt et al., 
2020; Dora & Kumar, 2020). The authors of this text believe that 
bibliometrics is a valuable tool for examining the structure and 
process of scholarly communication. By identifying key authors, 
dominant themes, and influential voices, bibliometrics provides 
an overview of the discipline (Borgman & Furner, 2002; Ellegaard 
& Wallin, 2015). With this in mind, the authors decided to inves-
tigate the level of interest in academic library issues among the 
Polish LIS representative community.

Literature review
The output of LIS representatives has already been subject to bib-

liometric analyses. Various perspectives were taken into account, 
including researcher ranking, content analysis, journal-specific 
impact analyses, and the output of single countries and regions 
(Kajberg, 1996; Uzun, 2002; Khoo, 2011; Milojevič et al., 2011; Lin, 
2012; Ellegaard & Wallin, 2015). Dora and Kumar analyzed LIS pub-
lications by Indian authors from 1944 to 2017, revealing bibliomet-
rics, library technology, library collections, and academic libraries 
as popular research topics (Dora & Kumar, 2020). Similar findings 
were made by Onyancha, who showed that between 2001 and 
2005, academic libraries were the fourth most popular topic, trail-
ing behind “bibliometrics,” “knowledge management,” and “social 
media” (Onyancha, 2018). Also, Hodonu-Wusu and Lazarus (2018) 
demonstrated through their analysis of LIS publications from 1998 
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3 to 2017 that academic library topics, including information literacy, 
bibliometrics, citation analysis, and open access, will continue to 
be prominent research trends in the future (Hodonu-Wusu & La-
zarus, 2018). Furthermore, these researchers observed that the most 
commonly referenced articles in the LIS literature originated from 
the United States, England, and China. In Africa, South Africa and 
Nigeria stood out as the top contributors (ranking within the top 
25 countries for LIS research productivity). Antczak et al. observed 
similar trends in analyzing the LIS publication output on academic 
libraries from 2012–2023, comprising 7,870 publications.  The re-
sults indicate that the contribution of US researchers accounted for 
approximately 90% of all publications originating from the conti-
nent. In contrast, Asia’s leading countries in terms of publication 
count were India (27% of articles) and China (18%). The UK stood out 
among European countries as having the highest publication activ-
ity (20%, accounting for 3% of all publications). Spain was second 
(15%, also corresponding to 3% of the entire collection). In Africa, 
the highest number of papers was recorded for authors from Nige-
ria (54%; 7% in relation to the entire collection) and South Africa 
(20%; 2% in relation to the entire collection) Antczak et al., 2023). 

The existing literature review indicates that, thus far, no biblio-
metric analysis has been conducted on the research output of Pol-
ish scholars engaged in academic library research. Nevertheless, 
scholarly interest in this subject has been shown in publications 
demonstrating a general intensification of research into the his-
tory of libraries and librarianship (Birkenmajer, 1975; Migon, 1984; 
Bajor, 2008; Glowacka, 2008; Puchalski, 2016), works discussing 
the research areas of employees in individual LIS institutes and 
departments (Kowalska & Ciszewska, 2009; Przybysz-Stawska & 
Walczak-Niewiadomska, 2016) or texts in which the authors an-
alyzed the share of Polish documents in LIS domain repositories 
and Scopus and Web of Science databases (Kowalska, 2012; Drabek, 
2013; Antczak et al., 2023). The lack of in-depth bibliometric analy-
ses relating to the exploration of the issue of academic libraries by 
Polish researchers was the premise for the creation of this article. 
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Methodology 
At the search stage, the objective was to find works by Polish re-

searchers (affiliated with Polish academic institutions) exploring 
academic libraries. The Scopus database was employed to acquire 
the data. The choice of this database was justified for several rea-
sons:
1.  Scopus indexes most international and reputable scientific 

journals in the LIS field.
2.  The database is regularly updated.
3.  It offers various data for advanced bibliometric analysis, such 

as citations, altmetrics, subject areas, and scientific trends.
4.  Scopus is widely recognized and accepted in the scientific 

community as an essential tool for conducting bibliometric 
research.

5.  In Poland, it is an evaluation tool for individual scientific out-
put in academic promotion. 

The following search instructions were used to retrieve the bib-
liographic material: 

TITLE-ABS-KEY ( “university library” OR “academic 
library” OR “college library” OR “university 

libraries” OR “academic libraries” OR “college 
libraries” ) AND AFFILCOUNTRY ( Poland ) ) AND 

PUBYEAR > 1979 AND PUBYEAR < 2024
Accordingly, a corpus of publications between 1980 and 2023 was 

obtained in late January 2024 and subjected to bibliometric and 
content analysis. The VOSviewer version 1.6.20 software (www.
vosviewer.com), developed by Nees Jan van Eck and Ludo Walt-
man of Leiden University, was used to determine co-authorship of 
publications and keyword mapping. It is based on the VOS (visu-
alization of similarities) technique developed by the same authors. 
This technique is used to visualize similarities between objects, in 
which similar objects are located close to each other and less simi-
lar objects are located farther apart (Van Eck & Waltman, 2007). 
The main objective of this study was to establish Polish research-
ers’ level of interest in academic libraries by analyzing data from 
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3 the Scopus database. Furthermore, the research aimed to deter-
mine the specific research topics they undertook and estimate the 
visibility of their work in the global academic community. The 
analysis was limited to publications in the humanities and social 
sciences since most countries classify library and information sci-
ence under these areas.

Research questions
The following research questions were formulated: 
•  Q1: In which journals did the authors publish? 
•  Q2: What are the most prolific authors?
•  Q3: What interest (citations, altmetrics) have the published 

texts received in the scientific circuit?
•  Q4: What specific issues did the researchers address?
Results
A search conducted in the Scopus database generated 113 pub-

lications by Polish researchers. The further analysis was limited 
to publications in the humanities and social sciences since most 
countries classify library and information science under these ar-
eas. Consequently, 87 works were obtained. Due to a lack of rel-
evance, eight works were excluded from further analysis.1 Ulti-
mately, 79 texts were included in the analyses. Most of these were 
published in 2023 (14), 2022 (10), and 2020 (11). While the period 
between 2013 and 2016 was characterized by a moderate increase 
in the number of articles (between one and five texts per year), 
no publication was recorded in the Scopus database between 1981 
and 1993. An analogous situation occurred in the years 1995–1996, 
1998, 2003–2004, 2009, 2011–2012. Polish researchers have shown a 
growing interest in the subject of academic libraries since 2017 (cf. 
graph 1). 

1 � Although not directly related to academic libraries thematically, these resourc-
es demonstrate the utilisation of academic library resources for the conducted 
literature review. They were either published by academic libraries or featured 
illustrations from the collections of academic libraries.
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GRAPH 1. Number of publications on academic libraries by Polish researchers between  
1980 and 2023 disclosed  in the Scopus database, including publication dates. 

Source: Own elaboration. 

In terms of language, articles published in English dominated 
the material analyzed (59). This was followed by publications in 
Polish (17), Czech, Danish, and Italian –  one document each. 

GRAPH 2. Publications on academic libraries by Polish researchers issued between  
1980 and 2023 disclosed in the Scopus database by language criterion.  

Source: Own elaboration.

In terms of form, the collection was dominated by journal arti-
cles, totaling 74. Smaller subcategories comprised post-conference 
speeches (3) and chapters from books (2). Articles on academic li-
braries appeared in 41 journals (cf. Table 1). 
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3 Three groups of magazines emerged in the surveyed collection: 
1.	 journals focused solely on LIS (11 titles),3 
2.  journals focused on LIS and associated disciplines (11 titles),4

3.  journals focused on other disciplines (19 titles).5 
The first group of journals was dominated (9 out of 11 titles) by 

periodicals addressing issues from all areas of LIS (such as. Col-
lege and Research Libraries, Portal - Libraries and the Academy, Journal 
of Librarianship and Information Science, Global Knowledge, Memory, and 
Communication, Libri). In group two, the most common location  
of published articles was the Journal of Academic Librarianship (10 ar-
ticles), assigned to LIS and education. The remaining configura-
tions included the most prevalent journals in LIS and Computer 
Science (4 titles) and LIS and History (2 titles). Single titles were 
assigned to LIS and linguistics, LIS and communication, LIS and 
medicine, and LIS and philosophy. The third group of journals 
consisted of various disciplines, including humanities (literary 
theory, musicology, history, philosophy, archaeology, cultural 
and religious sciences), social sciences (education, economics 
and finance, cultural studies, anthropology, communication, po-
litical science, sociology), exact and natural sciences (computer  
science). 

The first group of academic library journals published 22 articles 
(29.7% of the total) by Polish researchers, while the second group 
contributed 27 articles (36.5%), and the third group contributed 25 
articles (33.8%). Regarding journals exclusively focused on LIS or 

3 � In table 1, marked nos: 2, 3, 6, 14–17, 21–22, 26, 34.
4 � In table 1, marked nos: 1, 5, 7–8, 11–12, 18, 20, 24–25, 33. The Polish journal ‘Folia 

Toruniensia’ was categorised in this group, even though it did not have an official 
profile in the Scopus database until 2023. Based on the ICI Journals Master List 
database (Index Copernicus), it was determined that the journal publishes articles 
in the field of social communication sciences, which encompasses LIS in Poland. 

5 � In table 1, marked nos: 4, 9, 10, 13, 19, 23, 27–32, 35–41. The Polish journal ‘Vox Pa-
trum’ was categorised in this group, even though it did not have an official profile 
in the Scopus database until 2023. Based on the ICI Journals Master List database 
(Index Copernicus), it was determined that the journal publishes articles in the 
field of patristics and the study of Christian antiquity, which encompasses LIS in 
Poland. 
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associated with LIS and other related disciplines, within the Scop-
us database, seven of these journals were classified within the first 
quartile (Q1) of LIS journals, eight were in the second quartile (Q2), 
two in the third quartile (Q3), and three in the fourth quartile (Q4). 
In total, 39 articles (51%) were published by Polish researchers in 
the most prestigious journals (Q1 and Q2). 

Taking into account the number of points allocated for journal 
publications, Polish researchers published the most texts in jour-
nals assigned 70 points (32 articles), according to the scientific 
journal list released by the Minister of Education and Science on 
5 January 2024 (Communiqué, 2024). Another group, considerably 
smaller in number, comprised journals with a score of 100 (13 ar-
ticles). The highest scores (140 and 200 points) were awarded to 12 
articles (2 and 10, respectively). 

GRAPH 3. Number of articles on academic libraries by Polish researchers issued between  
1980 and 2023 found in the Scopus database, taking into account the number of ministerial 

points awarded for their publication. 
Source: Own elaboration.

The study demonstrates that 86 authors affiliated with Polish 
academic institutions published articles on academic libraries in 
journals indexed in the Scopus database between 1980 and 2023.  
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3 TABLE 2. PUBLICATIONS ON ACADEMIC LIBRARIES BY POLISH  
RESEARCHERS ISSUED BETWEEN 1980 AND 2023 FOUND IN THE SCOPUS 

DATABASE BASED ON THE DATABASE RECORDS

Affiliating institution Number of authors from  
the institution

University of Warsaw 15

Jagiellonian University 14

Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań 11

Nicolaus Copernicus University in Toruń 11

AGH University in Cracow 3

The John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin 3

Medical University of Gdańsk 3

Polish Academy of Sciences 3

University of Gdańsk 3

Military University of Technology, Warsaw 1980. 2

University of Łódź 2

University of Wrocław 2

Cracow University of Technology 1

John Paul II University of Applied Sciences in Biała Podlaska 1

Kazimierz Wielki University in Bydgoszcz 1

Łódź University of Technology 1

Maria Curie-Sklodowska University in Lublin 1

Museum of Warmia and Masuria in Olsztyn 1

Pomeranian Library in Szczecin 1

Silesian Library in Katowice 1

University of Białystok 1

University of Information Technology and Management in 
Rzeszów 1

University of National Education Commission in Cracow 1

University of Rzeszów 1

University of Silesia, Katowice 1

Wrocław University of Science and Technology 1

TOTAL 86

Source: Own elaboration.

The most prominent contributors to the analyzed publications 
were researchers from the University of Warsaw and Jagiellonian 
University, Poland’s two preeminent academic institutions. The 
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second place was occupied ex quo by researchers from Adam Mick-
iewicz University in Poznań and Nicolaus Copernicus University 
in Toruń. The remaining institutions had a lower level of represen-
tation in comparison to their counterparts. Interestingly, of the 
26 affiliations, 71 authors originated from the 16 Polish universi-
ties ranked among the 20,531 institutions in “The Centre for World 
University Rankings 2023” (Global, 2023). 

Most of the 79 publications were single-author papers (71%). The 
remaining publications were co-authored by two (20.2%), three 
(3.8%), or four researchers (5%). The names of researchers who 
have published the most texts on the subject of academic libraries 
from 1980 to 2023, as documented in the Scopus database, are listed 
in Graph 4, along with their affiliations.

GRAPH 4. Polish authors with the most publications on academic libraries between 1980 and 
2023, as documented in the Scopus database records.

Source: Own elaboration.

As for co-authored publications (23), the articles surveyed were 
dominated by texts produced in collaboration between national re-
searchers (16), mainly from the same institutions (12). In four oth-

Jazon Artur (Adam Mickiewicz University, Mail Library)

Wójcik Magdalena (Jagiellonian University)

Antczak Mariola (University of Lodz)

Bibik Barbara (Nicolaus Copernicus University)

Deja Marek (Jagiellonian University)

Gmiterek Grzegorz (University of  Warsaw)

Górny Mirosław (Adam Mickiewicz University)

Kotula Sebastian Dawid (Maria Curie-Skłodowska University)

Mierzecka Anna (University of  Warsaw)

Nahotko Marek(Jagiellonian University)

Sapa Remigiusz (Jagiellonian University)

Ujwary-Gil Anna (Polish Academy of Sciences)

Łuczyńska Alicja (Museum of Warmia and Masuria)

Łukaszewski Jakub (Adam Mickiewicz University, Mail Library)
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3 er instances, collaboration was observed between researchers from 
the Nicolaus Copernicus University in Toruń and the University 
of Warsaw (1), the Art Institute of the Polish Academy of Sciences 
(1), and the library staff of the Łódź University of Technology and 
the Cracow University of Technology (1), as well as representatives 
of the biological sciences from the University of Gdańsk and the 
medical library of the Gdańsk Medical University (1). 

FIG. 1. Co-authored publications on academic libraries between 1980 and 2023  
found in the Scopus database records. 

Source: Own elaboration.

Only 6 of the 23 publications (7.5% of the total analyzed pub-
lications) were produced in international collaboration: two 
articles with partners from Lithuania (Vilnius University), 
one in collaboration with researchers from Iran (Shahid Be-
heshti University; Tarbiat Modares University University of 
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Tehran), India (Rajagiri College of Social Sciences) and the 
United States (Universit of North Texas), one with authors 
from Spain (Universitat Oberta de Catalunya; IRTA, Lleida) 
and one with researchers from the United States (College of 
Staten Island). The text, which involved researchers from as 
many as four countries, featured eight authors, including 
one from Poland (Marcin Kozak from the University of Infor-
mation Technology and Management in Rzeszów). 

FIG. 2. International cooperation diagnosed in academic library research articles  
1980–2023 as revealed by Scopus database records.

Source: Own elaboration.

Of the 79 texts, only 39 (48%) were cited, and 35 (44%) were ad-
ditionally provided with altmetrics.6 A total of 260 citations were 
established. The highest number of citations were for articles 
published in Library Hi Tech (55 citations) and Journal of Academic 
Librarianship (54 citations). Additionally, texts published in the 
periodicals Electronic Library (30 citations), New Review of Informa-
tion Networking (21 citations), and Library Management (20 citations) 
gained relative popularity. 

6 � The authors employ the term altmetrics in a more restricted manner, encom-
passing a set of indicators that measure the influence of an individual scientific 
article through social metrics (article-level metrics, ALM; cf. Fenner & Linn, 2015).
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The most prevalent category among the 39 articles was publica-
tions featuring alternative metrics from a single source 24. Ten 
publications had metrics from two distinct sources, and only one 
was based on three sources. Four publications lacked altmetrics 
data. The Mendeley manager was the most frequent source of alt-
metrics (1880 mentions for 34 articles). Articles were cited far less 
frequently on Facebook (291 references for 8 articles), blogs (3 men-
tions for 3 articles), and Wikipedia (3 mentions for 2 articles). 

The data collected demonstrates a similarity between the distri-
bution of citations and metrics derived from the Mendeley man-
ager for the 39 publications. Both sources had the highest publica-
tion citations occurring in 2016 (citations: 56; Mendeley: 232) and 
2021 (citations: 44; Mendeley: 771). However, in the other periods 
(up to 2016, between 2016 and 2020, and after 2021), the number 
of citations and altmetrics was significantly lower. It was also ob-
served that there was no exponential year-on-year increase in the 
number of citations. Nonetheless, the frequency of publication 
mentions in Mendeley manager has increased in the last three 
years (2021-2023), reaching 954, representing 50.7% of the identified 
occurrences in Mendeley. A similar trend was observed for men-
tions originating from Facebook, with publications from 2021-2023 
reaching 288, accounting for 99% of the total identified mentions 
on Facebook. Regarding the other sources – appearances on blogs 
or Wikipedia- metrics’ presence remained very low (between 1 and 
2 metrics in the respective years). 

With reference to the Mendeley manager and Facebook (the two 
most commonly referenced altmetrics sources), the data gath-
ered supports the conclusion that a correlation exists between the 
number of citations and metrics. The Pearson coefficient7 with a 
value of 0.62 for Mendeley proves the existence of a strong positive 

7 � The Pearson correlation coefficient quantifies the strength of the linear correla-
tion between the random variables. A linear relationship occurs when the points 
on a scatter plot of two variables are roughly aligned in a straight line. Correlation 
values between 0 and 0.3 are assumed to indicate a weak relationship, between 0.3 
and 0.5 a moderately strong relationship, and between 0.5 and 1 a strong or very 
strong relationship.
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correlation (cf. graph 6). In contrast, a value of -0.01 for Facebook 
indicates a weak negative correlation (cf. graph 7). The analyses in-
dicate a positive correlation between the number of citations and 
the number of metrics in the Mendeley application for most publi-
cations, with a few deviations. However, there was no clear linear 

GRAPH 5. Citations and altmetric indices of articles on academic libraries by Polish  
researchers published between 1980 and 2023 revealed in the Scopus database  

distributed over time.
Source: Own elaboration.
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GRAPH 6. The correlation between the number of citations and metrics from the Mendeley 
manager for Polish articles devoted to academic libraries.

Source: Own elaboration.
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correlation between the number of citations and the frequency of 
Facebook mentions. In most cases, there was no increase in the 
number of Facebook mentions despite a higher number of cita-
tions. Conversely, some publications with no or few citations had 
significantly more popularity on Facebook (e.g., article no. 31: 
number of citations – 1, number of Facebook mentions – 99). 

A content analysis of the publications revealed that the authors’ 
interests focused on several distinct thematic areas. Area one (38 
texts) included papers on various aspects of the organization of li-
brary collections, particularly problems of collection, cataloging, 
management, accessibility, integrity, and quality. Also included in 
this category are publications discussing special collections (e.g. 
russica, old prints, cimelia, legacies held in library collections) 
and objects in them. Area two (17 texts) consisted of articles that 
examined the use of modern technologies in academic libraries 
(websites, social media, Internet of Things, open-source software, 
3D printing, integrated library systems, and digital libraries), the 
changes they bring about in service offerings and challenges librar-
ies face in the context of their development. Additionally, this area 
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for Polish articles devoted to academic libraries.
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3 comprised publications on social media use (encompassing both 
promotional purposes and reader engagement during the COV-
ID-19 pandemic). Area three (eight texts) comprised papers on us-
ing library resources in science evaluation processes, research data 
management, and the usefulness of university repositories and 
dissertations. Furthermore, the context included articles about 
the emergence of new librarian roles, such as data librarians. Area 
four (six texts) comprised publications addressing the issue of the 
social capital of libraries, i.e., their role in the social integration 
process, civil society building, social bonding, problem-solving, 
and knowledge sharing. Area five (five texts) included articles on 
e-learning, information, and digital literacy, including reading 
culture. Area six (five texts) encompassed works on library con-
struction, illustrating the spatial and functional solutions adopted 
in the various library buildings. The most significant number of 
texts in the entire collection of publications focused on the activi-
ties of Polish academic libraries (59). Fewer works were dedicated 
to foreign libraries (European - 13, German – six, Iranian – one).

FIG.3. Keyword map of articles on academic libraries by Polish researchers issued  
between 1980 and 2023 found in the Scopus database.

Source: Own elaboration.
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Discussion and Conclusions
A total of 79 publications on academic libraries were analyzed. 

76 were assigned to Subject Areas in the Scopus database: Social 
Sciences: 29 were additionally assigned to Arts and Humanities, 12 
to Computer Science, and one to Medicine. The remaining three 
publications – one each – were allocated to Earth and Planetary Sci-
ences, Engineering and Economics, Econometrics, and Finance. 
This demonstrates the interdisciplinary nature of LIS, which has 
also been emphasized by other researchers of the Polish LIS output 
(Stefaniak, 1987; Pindlowa, 1988; Drabek, 2013; Nabiałczyk, 2014; 
Osiński, 2019).

The high proportion of articles in the analyzed collection (96%) 
confirms the findings of other researchers, indicating that in re-
cent years, the number of articles has been increasing at the ex-
pense of chapters from collective publications (Kulczycki et al., 
2018). Consequently, one can readily observe the so-called “long 
tail” phenomenon characterized by a substantial distribution of 
articles in as many as 41 journals. Conversely, the modest repre-
sentation (29.7%) of texts published in LIS-only journals could in-
dicate that Polish researchers had a greater inclination towards 
publishing in journals that were not exclusively dedicated to LIS 
but encompassed various disciplines and had a multidisciplinary 
approach. However, it is worth noting that the names of Polish 
researchers also appeared in eight periodicals among the top in-
ternational journals cited by LIS researchers (Kolasa, 2019; Jan & 
Hussain, 2021). The limited number of articles scoring 100, 140, 
and 200 points (representing 17.5%, 2.7%, and 13.5%, respectively) 
should be attributed to the challenges faced by Polish researchers 
in “getting” into the publication pages of esteemed journals, as 
identified by other researchers (the so-called “glass ceiling”) (Antc-
zak et al., 2023; Lund et al., 2023). On the flip side, the considerable 
percentage of articles receiving a score of 70 points (43.2%) might 
be a consequence of the fact that the Polish Ministry of Science and 
Higher Education’s list predominantly includes periodicals which 
are precisely rated at 70 points (cf. Report, 2023). Given the chang-
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3 ing fortunes of Polish LIS journals on ministerial lists,8 it is nev-
ertheless encouraging that Polish researchers working on niche 
topics in academic libraries are finding space to publish in foreign 
journals. Given the linguistic aspect of the material collected, it 
is not surprising that it is dominated by publications prepared in 
English. This can be attributed to the analysis focusing primarily 
on international journals publishing articles in this language.

The study’s findings show that the output of Polish researchers 
in the field of LIS is hardly visible in the Scopus database. This data-
base is primarily notable for the activities of people from research 
universities. Following the findings of Głowacka and Woźniak-
Kasperek that 137 scholars represented the independent discipline 
of LIS until 2018 (Głowacka & Woźniak-Kasperek, 2023a),9 the num-
ber of 86 authors revealed in the present study seems extremely 
modest, even more so when one considers that besides those em-
ployed in research positions, the authors of the publications found 
were also university library staff and researchers from non-LIS-re-
lated units. Furthermore, an analysis of the authors’ names docu-
mented in the Scopus database of publications supports the asser-
tion that this database fails to acknowledge the scholarly output 
of esteemed academic library researchers.  This is also confirmed 
by the findings of Głowacka and Woźniak-Kasperek, who for the 
2018-2021 period (i.e., only five years), relying on the resources of 
the Polska Bibliografia Naukowa for 138 researchers, identified 453 

8 � Between 2010 and 2024, 9 to 32 Polish LIS journals were included in the various 
lists of scoring journals of the Ministry of Science and Higher Education (MNiSW) 
(Kowalska-Chrzanowska, 2020). 

9 � Until 2018, LIS was recognized as an independent scholarly discipline, classified 
under the humanities. Following an administrative reclassification of scientific 
fields and disciplines, it was officially designated as part of the social sciences 
and integrated into communication and media sciences in 2019. Researchers 
representing LIS up until 2018, following the reclassification, could make a choice 
regarding the discipline.  Most of them (70.8%) dedicated 100% of their entire 
output to the social sciences, particularly the field of social communication and 
media. The rest opted for other disciplines (including cultural and religious stud-
ies, history, literary studies, linguistics) exclusively or combined them in varying 
proportions (25%/75%; 50%/50%) with social communication and media sciences 
(Głowacka & Kasperek-Woźniak, 2023a). 
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publications in book study and 159 in library science (Głowacka & 
Woźniak-Kasperek, 2023b), while the Scopus database for a period 
of 43 years registered 79 publications on academic libraries by Pol-
ish representatives of LIS and related disciplines, accounting for 
13% of the publications. Hence, per the findings of other scholars, 
it is imperative to highlight that the Scopus database, along with 
other bibliometric databases, is not a reliable tool for appraising 
or promoting scholarly output, particularly in the context of nar-
row or specialized topics and disciplines such as LIS (Osiński, 2014; 
Barik, 2017; Kowalska & Osińska, 2018; Kowalska-Chrzanowska & 
Krysiński, 2020). 

The limited extent of collaboration between Polish researchers 
involved in academic libraries and foreign partners is, in fact, not 
surprising. On the contrary, it reflects a common trend where rep-
resentatives of particular social sciences and humanities, such as 
LIS, have limited contact with their foreign counterparts. Some of 
the reasons for this include language barriers hindering contact 
and cooperation with colleagues from other countries, limited fi-
nancial resources for conducting international research, the na-
tional or local nature of the research being conducted, differences 
in the structure of science systems, including issues related to the 
evaluation of research results and scientific promotion, and, final-
ly, simply a lack of insight into the possibilities of cooperation with 
foreign partners. Such limitations in the processes of internation-
alization of research results in the social sciences and humanities 
have already been pointed out by other researchers (Abdulhayoglu 
& Thijs, 2018; Osiński, 2019; Antczak et al., 2023; Lund et al., 2023).

The analysis of citations and altmetric indices provides further 
evidence to support the thesis regarding the low visibility of Polish 
researchers’ output and minimum impact on world science. Out 
of 79 papers, only 39 were cited, and 35 had altmetrics. The litera-
ture emphasizes that altmetrics have a more significant impact 
on the dissemination and visibility of published work compared 
to traditional metrics and also result in faster generation of future 
citations (Eysenbach, 2011; Jaskowska, 2016), but by observing 
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3 the temporal distribution of the metrics of the analyzed articles, 
it can only be cautiously assumed that the increasing number of 
readers on Mendeley may generate an increase in citations. In 
contrast, the likelihood of Facebook mentions translating into  
a surge in citations of the analyzed articles in the near future is 
low. Such a conclusion seems to coincide with the findings of 
Maflahi and Thelwall, who also proved positive, strong correla-
tions (with a value of 0.6) between the number of citations (Sco-
pus database) and the number of metrics from the Mendeley 
manager for four LIS journals (Information Processing & Manage-
ment, Library and Information Science Research, Journal of Documenta-
tion, Journal of the American Society for Information Science) (Maflahi  
& Thelwall, 2016).

The content analysis findings reveal a substantial interest in 
library and information processes and services regarding their 
evolutionary nature and research focus on electronic resources, 
services, and products. Conversely, issues such as research data 
management, the social capital of libraries, information literacy, 
and library architecture garnered moderate interest. A similar pat-
tern in foreign publications was observed by Głowacka, who an-
alyzed the thematic development of library science from 2003 to 
2007, based on an analysis of the contents of three international 
journals (College and Research Libraries, Library Quarterly, and Journal 
of Academic Librarianship) (Głowacka, 2008), and Kamińska, who an-
alyzed trends in the development of theoretical and methodologi-
cal reflection in library science worldwide based on the contents 
of the Analytical Bibliography of Library and Information Sci-
ence. Foreign Literature from 2000–2010 (Kamińska, 2017).  Similar 
to the studies conducted by Kowalska, Głowacka, and Woźniak-
Kasperek, the authors of the publications examined in this study 
did not express any interest in researching the behavior of library 
staff and library users (Kowalska, 2013; Głowacka & Woźniak-
Kasperek, 2023b). 

As demonstrated, the Scopus database in its present form is of 
limited use in monitoring the status and development trends of 
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LIS. Undoubtedly, the level of interest in academic libraries in 
Poland exceeds the representation provided by the Scopus data-
base. The low visibility of Polish LIS researchers’ output is primar-
ily attributable to the specificity of their research (their national 
perspective – 75% of all analyzed articles), the results of which are 
mainly published in the pages of Polish LIS scientific journals, that 
for various reasons (including non-adherence to restrictive quality 
criteria, violation of publication ethics, low citation rate, compli-
cated and protracted indexing process) are not indexed in the Sco-
pus database (Drabek, 2018). 
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